XAVIER UNIVERSITY SCHOOL OF MEDICINE 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
QUESTION:  What is an Articulation Agreement?

RESPONSE:  This is an agreement between the School District and a post-secondary institution that supports a career path for students.  Upon completion of a specific sequence of high school courses (indicated in the agreement), students will receive college credit upon the student’s enrollment in the particular post-secondary institution after high school.

QUESTION:  Where is this University located and what are the credentials?

RESPONSE: The school is located in Aruba and Panama.   It is part of the International Medical School System.  For the last thirty years, the US Governing Medical Body has permitted citizens or residents from the US and Canada, who train abroad, to enter the U.S. Residency training system.  Xavier's well respected Board of Directors is formed by a majority of U.S. trained physicians.  Having experience in the U.S. medical system enables the ability to create the necessary requirements needed for the students to readily compete with local students for residency positions that come available.
QUESTION:   Why is this program 4.5 years instead of 6 years?

RESPONSE:  In order to be able to practice medicine in the U.S., a medical graduate whether national or international, must have completed the equivalency of an Associate’s Degree prior to obtaining credit towards a medical degree.  These are new laws.  A student will be able to receive the pre-medical college requirements by completing the 90 credit hours of pre-medical curriculum at Xavier University School of Medicine, just like any other school in the U.S. or abroad.  Once a student has completed this requirement, he/she can enroll in medical courses at any medical school in the U.S. or abroad and be able to sit for the United States Medical Licensing Exam as long as the Medical School is certified by the World Health Organization (WHO) and is listed in the International Medical Education Directory (IMED).   IMED is a division of the United States of America’s Educational Commission for Foreign Medical Graduates (ECFMG). With the new laws, an international medical school is now required to be recognized by IMED in order for their students and graduates to apply and sit for the United States Medical License Examination (USMLE). IMED listing is also a requirement for medical licensure in certain states, independent of WHO recognition.   Xavier University’s School of Medicine (XUSOM) has both WHO & IMED.  The medical curriculum consists of 84 didactic credits including labs in Aruba or Panama, 22 didactic credits in the U.S. as well as 72 credits of clinical medicine in the United States.  The program is an accelerated program with few breaks during the year.  Other schools have winter breaks and summers off, requiring more time to finish the program.  That is the reason the program is a 4.5 year program. 
 

QUESTION: What Financial Aid is available?

RESPONSE:  XUSOM offers financial assistance including scholarships. The student loan program will allow the student to start paying back the loan 90 days after completing their residency program.  This is the same for U.S. medical schools.  All students are considered for acceptance as long as they meet the admission requirements just like any school in the U.S. or abroad. 

 
QUESTION:  Are there any other schools, including FAU, that are being considered for this type of agreement?

RESPONSE:  We presently have opportunities with Temple University School of Medicine Physician Scientist Training Program and Nova Southeastern University School of Osteopathic Medicine EAHEC Summer Program.  With the new agreement between University of Miami School of Medicine and Florida Atlantic University, offering the first two years of medical school at FAU, we are trying to negotiate an articulation agreement with them as well. 

QUESTION:  Why was Palm Beach County School District allowed to enter  into this agreement?

RESPONSE:  Due to the strength, success and rigor of the PBC School District’s Medical Academies, XUSOM decided to be part of the choices open to students who know already the career they want to pursue.  There are many other articulation agreements in place and this is just another opportunity for all students who also would like to learn a second language.  XUSOM offers classes in English and Spanish for students interested in learning a second or third language. 

QUESTION:  Are ESE students allowed to take part in this opportunity?

RESPONSE:  Yes, as long as the student meets XUSOM’s admission requirements. The rigor of the academic medical program is a challenge to any student in the US or any other country.  This program follows the US medical education model preparing students to practice in the US.  Over 90% of the students who sit for the USMLE passed the exam and have completed residency programs in the US.  This is a great opportunity for those who have no reservations about the career path they have chosen of being a physician. 

  

QUESTION:  Are there any other Universities offering this program?  If not, why not?

RESPONSE:  This is the first agreement at this time with a University Medical School and the reason we are able to have this agreement is because of the strength of our Medical Sciences Academies throughout the District.  However, we are in the process of working with some other University Medical Schools and will hopefully be able to get an agreement with them in the near future.

QUESTION:   The name of the executive director is familiar. Is this the same Dr. Cecil Bennett  who was the prior CEO of the Health Care District?
RESPONSE:  No. This is not the the same Dr. Cecil Bennett who was the   CEO of the Health Care District.  This is Dr. Cecil F. Bennett, Jr. who is a practicing physician in Atlanta, Georgia, and is President of the Xavier University School of Medicine.  He is a graduate of the Morehouse School of Medicine.

     

QUESTION:  Is this school affiliated with Xavier University in Louisiana?

RESPONSE:  No.  This school is not affiliated with Xavier University in


Louisiana.

 
QUESTION:  How did the District learn about this opportunity?

RESPONSE:  The School District is fortunate to have Dr. Miguel Benavente, M.D., a specialist in Career Education in the Department of Choice Programs & School Choice, as a graduate of the Xavier University School of Medicine Program.  His experience with this school has allowed us the opportunity to formulate this agreement.

 

QUESTION:  What is the advantage to our students in having this International Medical School program available to our Medical Sciences students?

RESPONSE:

1) The Medical School is located in Aruba (Dutch Caribbean) and Panama City, Panama.  The classes are taught in both Spanish and English.  

 

2) The fast track program allows students to complete the Medical School in  4 1/2 years which is a huge financial savings to parents and students who cannot afford the current medical school costs.

 

3) For thirty years, the US Governing Medical Body has permitted citizens or residents from the United States, who train abroad, to enter the US residency training system.  This allows students to have the opportunity to return to the US and complete the residency program. 

 

4) All clinical training for Xavier University Medical School is completed in  at the following places: Atlanta Medical Center, Grady Memorial Hospital, Emory University Hospital System and other locations in New York and Chicago.  This provides students the opportunity to be able to sit for the US Medical Licensing Exam.

 

5) There is a great need for bi-lingual physicians in our area and we have many bi-lingual students in our Medical Sciences Programs who can take advantage of this wonderful opportunity as well as English speaking students.

 

6) Participating students may also qualify for available scholarships and other financial assistance offered by the US Department of Education.

 

7) Students who qualify (3.0 GPA) to enter this Medical School from the Palm Beach County Medical Sciences Career Academy will already have credits (up to 12 credits) toward their medical degree when they matriculate to this University which is an additional savings to the parent and student.
 

QUESTION:  Do any other School Districts have this type of agreement with Xavier University School of Medicine?

RESPONSE:  No. We are the first School District in the United States to offer this opportunity to our Medical Sciences students.  Other local Districts are trying to take advantage of this opportunity also for their students.

 

QUESTION:  What degree program at Xavier University School of Medicine will these credits apply to?
RESPONSE: The courses that are included in the Articulation Agreement will go toward a Doctor of Medicine Degree once a student matriculates to the Xavier University School of Medicine. This University Program is a 4 1/2 year accelerated program for students who graduate from a Medical Sciences Career Academy in Palm Beach County and enter directly out of high school into Xavier University.
QUESTION:  Does the School District take any responsibility for the students after they leave the high school and enter into this program?

RESPONSE:  No. The student is responsible for applying to the University and getting accepted just like they would do for any other University.  The decision to accept them is the responsibility of the University. Once the student enters the University, the school district has no further responsibility to the student except to send the student’s transcript if requested by the school or student.  The University then determines the credits the student has matriculated from high school.
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